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Thoughts from Pastor Paola...

NEWSLETTER August 2026

"God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." James 4:6

I just spent three hours in a movie theater watching The Odyssey, a great movie that just came out this 

weekend. Besides the fact that it was awesome to be in the cool theater on a comfortable chair on a 

very hazy, sticky morning eating out of a huge bucket of popcorn, I truly loved this movie. In high 

school, I studied the Odyssey written in Greek by Homer around the 8th century BC. Needless to say, 

the only thing I remember about it is that I hated it. The plot of this ancient Greek epic tells the story of 

a 10-year journey of Odysseus, king of Ithaca, returning home from the Trojan War. In the journey, he 

faces mythical perils like the Cyclops, Sirens, and the goddess Calypso; he loses his crew. Meanwhile, 

his family fights off unruly suitors seeking to usurp his throne. 

The movie is incredibly well done; the director and the cast are outstanding, and the effects are 

incredible, especially considering the director, Christopher Nolan, didn’t use SGI.

There are many possible interpretations and understandings of this movie, but without spoiling 

anything, what deeply moved me is to follow the spiritual journey of the main character, Odysseus. 

His journey takes him from hubris to humility, from the illusion of self-righteousness to the healing, 

love, and peace that come from humility.

Only when Odysseus let go of his attempt to control, he finds, in humility and vulnerability, 

his way home.

God, unlike our world, exalts the humble and the lower the self-righteous. And as it turns out, just like 

Odysseus, it is in humility we can find true success and strength in life. When we let go and let God, 

we find our way home.

To be very clear, humility is a choice, not simply being a doormat. It takes great courage and strength. 

It doesn’t mean passively accepting injustice and wrongdoing. It means surrendering my 

self-righteousness to God so that He can free and empower me to transform this world into a more 

just, loving and peaceful place.

This epic, written 3000 years ago, is incredibly current. Human spirit continues to lose its way home.

Jesus reminds us: the last will be first, not just in heaven but also here and now.  

Blessings

Pastor Paola  

idings



Sunday, August 2nd  - Communion 

Service dedicated to Mujila Falls Fundraiser

As we kick off a new year of church activities
let us rediscover the importance of love, friendship, 

and spiritual connection in the digital world.  
 

Sunday, September 13th Kickoff Sunday 
Authentic Community vs. Digital Connectivity – 

Galatians 3:26-29

Sunday, September 20th   
What Social Media Won’t Tell You About Love – 

Galatians 5:13-15;22-26

Sunday, September 27th 
Real love is not the polished, curated kind we post 

about online – Galatians 6:1-5

Barefoot
and fearless 

Fear, when rightly used, is a gift. Yet fear can 
easily keep us from living a full and joyful life. This 

summer let us learn from the Psalms how to 
release our fears and live as a confident and

joyful child of God. 

Sunday, August 9th   
Overwhelmed with fears?  Psalm 139  

Sunday, August 16th   
 Anxious About the Future? Psalm 23

Sunday, August 23rd

Fear of aging ?   Psalm 71

Sunday, August 30th  
Can Laughter Heal Our Anxieties?  Psalm 126

Stand-Alone Sunday
Sunday, September 6th - Communion

Labor Day Weekend 
Pastor Pete

I came so that you may have life, and have it in 
abundance.  Shh… let's hear from Jesus the secret 

recipe to live the abundant life

Sunday, October 4th - Communion 
The day when five loaves of bread and two fish 
fed 5000 people.  John 6:1-15

Sunday, October 11th  
The day when water was transformed into wine to 
get the wedding celebration going.  John 2:1-11

Sunday, October 18th - Miracle Sunday  
The day when sad emptiness was transformed 
into joyful abundance.  John 21:1-14



Wednesday, August 19, 2026
10:30 AM  Hymn Sing
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Come worship with our neighbors at New Perspective! 
Pastor Paola will lead worship in the chapel on the

3rd floor.  Communion will be served. 

Upcoming services:  September 16th & October 21st

A special thanks to Susie Brown for playing the piano, 
Dave Pauly for playing flute, & Bill Watt for planning & leading the 

services at New Perspective!

Are you looking for something fun to do on 
Wednesday nights?  The Handbell Choir is looking for 

new ringers to join us!  No previous handbell 
experience required.  We practice every Wednesday 

evening at 6:30 pm and play during the Church service 
on the 3rd Sunday of the month from September 

through May.  Watch the bulletin for 
rehearsal announcements.  

Contact Brenda Lindsay for more information.

August 2nd Craig’s Group: The Waukesha Area Trumpet 

8-piece Ensemble

Prelude (Toccata from Orfeo by Monteverdi), 

Offertory: chorale by a Russian composer whose 

name is escaping me 

Special music piece: “Here’s That Rainy Day.”

Postlude (Canzona Cornetto by Scheidt) 

August 9th

August 16th Kurt singing and Saxophone “God Bless the 

USA”

August 23rd Nancy’s Bell Ensemble

August 30th Pop up Choir

Join us for SPECIAL MUSIC in AUGUST

The Waukesha Area Trumpet  Ensemble
     with Craig Hurst

Kurt Guenther – Singing and Saxophone

Windy Hill Handbells with Nancy VanBrunt

Pop Up Choir

Its exciting it is that time of the year!!

The adult Choir will start on Sunday, Sept 13th 
at 8:15 am.  We welcome all those who like to 

sing, from High Schoolers on up to any age! 
please come and join the choir.  We would love 
to have new members and welcome back all of 

those who have sung before in the choir.

Please contact Rev. Michelle for any questions!  
(630) 336-2317.  Looking forward to September!

We will be having a Pop-Up Choir on
Sunday, August 30th. EVERYONE is welcome.  

Practice begins at 8:15 am.  We hope you join us in 
making a joyful noise unto the Lord. 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. 

A special thank you to everyone who has shared 
special music this summer.  We appreciate you!

Thank you also to Susie Brown, for sharing your gift of 
music with us in worship and at New Perspective. Your 

willingness to serve helps lead our congregation in 
praise, and we are truly grateful for your time and 

talent. May God bless you!



Stay Connected!
We have some changes to the
phone/Wi-Fi system.
Here are a couple of updates to help you
stay  connected while you're at church!

Wi-Fi Password: Our Guest Wi-Fi password has
been updated.  There are QR codes located on each 
table in the Narthex & in the windows in the 
Happening Center.

Text the Church:  You can now text the church using 
our existing phone number: (262) 547-5231. 
Whether you have a quick question, need 
information, or want to reach the church office, 
simply send us a text and we'll be happy to assist 
you during office hours. 
Thanks for staying connected!

New Way to Give at Salem
Now Accepting Venmo!

We are excited to announce a new and convenient 
way to support the ministry and mission of Salem. In 
addition to our traditional giving options, donations 
can now be made through Venmo.  Venmo offers a 

simple, secure, and quick way to give using your 
smartphone or computer. Whether you are making a 
regular contribution, supporting a special project, or 

giving while away from church, Venmo provides 
another easy option to stay connected

in generosity.

Giving through Venmo is as simple as:

1. Open the Venmo app 
2. Search for our church account

 @SalemUMCWaukesha
or scan the QR Code

3.  Enter your donation amount
4.  Add a note if desired
5.  Submit your gift securely 
6.  Enter 6976 as the last 4 of our phone number

Note:  There is a 1.9% fee + .10 per transaction.

Every gift, no matter the size, helps support the 
ministries, outreach, and mission work of Salem. We 

are grateful for your continued generosity and 
faithful support.  Thank you for helping us embrace 

new ways to give and serve together!

Please check out our Community News bulletin board 
located next to the United Women in Faith board in 
the Narthex.  It is filled with Community Events and 

various Outreach Opportunities.  Please check it out!!

UPDATE for Summer Mission
Projects for our Youth…

We will welcome Emily Green, Inspiration 
Ministries Development Officer on Sunday, 
August 9th.  She will share what Inspiration 

Ministries is all about. The youth will be serving 
there later in August.

Kwik Trip Funds at Work
You may wonder what the Kwik Trip card earnings are 

used for? Earlier this year these funds paid for an 
update to the electronic outdoor sign and recently for 

the cleaning of all the carpeted areas in the building. In 
the past Kwik Trip earnings  were used to help 

refurbish the cross on the outside of the building and 
to clean all the upholstered chairs in the sanctuary 

and the rest of the building. Thank you to all who help 
support the Kwik Trip card fundraising project. This 

allows these types of projects to be completed outside 
of the budget expenses.

Building Mortgage Update
As part of the building project, a $150,000 

mortgage was approved by the members, with the first 
payment made in May 2021 with a 15-year term. In just 

over 5 years, the principal balance has been paid 
down to $43,000! This has all been done with generous 

gifts and consistent pledges. As has been the history 
at Salem, the mortgage payments are not part of the 
budget but done through individual pledges. THANK 

YOU to everyone who makes this possible. To have this 
paid down to under 29% is amazing.



SUNDAY, August 2nd

This year we will be raising funds for staff housing. 

There are only a few workers’ houses today and many 

were built in the earlier phases of the project with 

bricks and mud, not the burnt bricks and cement 

mortar used today. Good houses will help attract more 

workers of better quality.  Our missionary, Temba will 

give a video update during the service.

Undie Sunday is Coming This September!

Help us support the Hope Center in Waukesha by 
donating new socks and underwear 

throughout the month of September.  
How you can help now:

Keep an eye out for before-school sales and 
clearance racks—it's a great time to grab a few 

extra items for those in need!
Got donations early?

No problem! We have a storage space ready, so feel 
free to drop off your items in the office anytime 

before September.  Together, we can make a real 
difference—one pair at a time!

It’s easy to become a….

Salem Super Shopper! 

We all know, we annually support 
Christmas Clearinghouse (toys) 
and Hope Center (underwear).  
So, if you see a sale at any time 
throughout the year, feel free to purchase toys 
and/or underwear.  You can use whatever coupons 
or store savings you have.  Does it make a 
difference?  You bet!  In a recent purchase of 
underwear, the original cost was $155.  With a 
clearance markdown, take an additional % off, 
coupons and senior discount, we paid $35!  And 
don’t forget online shopping.  Look for clearance 
items.  Sometimes there is more merchandise online 
than in the stores.  And better markdowns and 
quantities. Feel free to bring the items to church and 
we’ll store them until needed.  
Thank you.

Salem is volunteering to 
serve the Community Meal 
on September 4th.  We need 
people to serve the meal as 
well as people to provide 
desserts and milk.  A sign 
up will be available in mid-
August.  Thank you!!!!!

Hadfield Elementary thanks Salem 
for all the support we have given 
them.  It directly impacts their 
classrooms by funding rich learning 
experiences both inside and 
outside their school walls.
Your kindness, investment, and 
partnership in the student’s 
education is so appreciated.

THANK YOU, 
SALEM!



We have completed carpet cleaning in the sanctuary, 

Narthex, library and offices. Many thanks go out to 

the volunteers who moved chairs and furniture to 

make this happen in a very timely and organized 

fashion.

The door seals on the east entrance doors to the 

Narthex have been replaced, we are now ready for 

winter. 

The sewer lateral became an issue again this month. 

The plumber who did the work last year was 

contacted and they came out to snaked it and scoped 

it identifying a potential problem with a length of 

cast iron pipe. Thanks to Brian Hintze who suggested 

another plumber who was contacted. They came out 

and snaked it with their heavy-duty equipment and 

busted through a partial blockage. Their diagnosis 

was that we will be ok for some time. As a result, we 

have opened the east bathroom behind the kitchen 

and the bathroom in the nursery and will monitor 

the system for any reoccurrence of blockage.

A big thanks goes out to Jim Seegers and 

Barb Seeboth for their work on the front gardens to 

clean up the weeds that were invading those areas.

Respectively submitted,

Jeff Seeboth

A BIG thanks to everyone 
who helped move the 
sanctuary chairs for the 
carpet cleaning.  Thank 
you also to Debbi Oswalt, 
Barb Seeboth, & Michele 
Thielen for repairing the 
damaged chairs.  You are 
appreciated!

The Narthex lighting project has been active, there 

was a meeting between a potential supplier on July 

14th and members of the team, Jeff Seeboth, Caryn 

Adair, Kristin and Brian Hintze, Kermit Bohning and 

Pastor Paola. We discussed lighting requirement and 

potential choices of fixtures. The supplier is working 

on formalizing their quote based on square footage 

measurements and lumen requirements. We did 

discover another potential fixture source with help 

from Brian Hintze. Thank you for your time and look 

forward to bringing this project together.

If you have any questions, please contact anyone 

in the task force.

Jeff Seeboth faithfully serves as Chair of the 
Board of Trustees with humility, wisdom, and a 

heart for service. Beyond his leadership, Jeff 
quietly takes care of countless tasks around 

the church, often behind the scenes and 
without seeking recognition. His willingness to 
give his time, talents, and energy has been a 

tremendous blessing to our congregation. We 
are deeply grateful for his faithful service and 

the many ways he helps make our church a 
welcoming and well-cared-for place.

A meeting with the effected neighbors, Kermit 

Bohning, Jeff Seeboth and the storm water 

management engineer Cali Bonie from the city 

of Waukesha was held. Cali did not see any big 

issues with the proposal from the neighbors but 

was going to run it past the city engineering 

group for their review

SPECIAL NARTHEX LIGHTING TASK FORCE

A 2-year study for laity and clergy on Theology, 
the Bible, and Ministry in today’s world.  See 

flyers in the Happenings Center for more 
information and upcoming dates.

EXPLORE…
What God is calling 
you to do. 



August 2nd

Genesis 32:22-31
Psalm 17:1-7, 15

Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21

August 9th

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
Psalm 105: 1-6, 16-22, 45b

Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

August 16th

Genesis 45:1-15
Psalm 133

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28

Strong Bodies is a strength training class 

for men and women 60+ years old.  

The class is FREE.  

Summer Classes have ended but the class will start 

up again in the FALL.  Stay tuned for full details of 

the days and times offered.  An informational flyer 

is available in the Happenings Center.  

YOU CAN JOIN ANYTIME.

To register call Courtney at (262) 548-7835 

or by email at cklepp@waukeshacounty.gov

The United Methodist Churches of Wisconsin 
Annual Conference was held in Madison, June 
4-7 and Pastor Paola and Bonnie Wojcik 
represented our church. The total Ingathering 
donations this year was phenomenal with 2,452 
Dignity Kits, 238 Home Care Buckets, and 
$11,500 in cash being collected.  This is used for 
disaster relief in Wisconsin.

Again, Salem along with 230 other churches 
paid their total apportionments.  We received a 
new tag to add to our Apportionment Plaque 
which is hanging on the wall outside of the 
office.  Check it out.

The new change coming out of this Conference 
this year is the overhauling of the 
Apportionment Formula which will go into 
effect in 2027. It is being simplified and 
streamlined. Under this new formula there will 
be no need to recalculate every congregation's 
apportionments when one congregation's 
numbers or statistics change. The goal is to give 
every church by August what their 
Apportionment numbers will be.  Each Church 
will pay $80 per member with the first 25 
members excluded and 11% of the 2025 
expenses on the new formula. This should make 
it easier for all churches to calculate their
yearly budgets.

The theme of this year's Conference was 
Practicing Hope, and I would encourage all of us 
to take hold of this hope that Christ gave to 
each of us as we move forward in our 
everyday lives.

August 23rd

Exodus 1:8-2:10
Psalm 124

Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

August 30th

Exodus 3:1-15
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b

Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28

I am currently working to update our church records 
and timeline. The timeline started by past historians 
stops at 1994, and I would like to bring it up to date.

Could you please provide some activities (with 
details please), or help expand on the items listed 
below?

 - Involvement with: Mujila Falls, Haiti Medical 
Mission, Healing Hearts, Food Pantry, Hope Center, 
and Christmas Clearing House
 - Building Remodeling: Renovating the sanctuary, 

enclosing the courtyard, and selling land to New 
Perspective
 - Expanding Our Vision: Providing space for AA, 

band, and other organizations; the mission trip to 
Italy; and our collaboration with Resurrection

Any specific details, dates, or context you can share 
would be greatly appreciated as we work to preserve 
our history. Place your information in the historian's 
mailbox (church office) or email to 
doswalt54@gmail.com

Thank you,
Debbi Oswalt
Church Historian

mailto:doswalt54@gmail.com
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