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idings

Whoever oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker,
but whoever is kind to the needy honors God.

Proverbs 14:31

A couple of days ago, one of our college students was awarded the United Methodist general 
scholarship, and in the acceptance form she needed to list how Salem makes a difference in 
our community. She was asking for help to complete the list. So, I began writing in my text to 
her our main outreach projects. I don’t think I ever wrote such a long text!  I listed over 10 
main projects, and I could keep on going!

It is truly a gift of Salem reaching out in love and generosity to people in our community and 
in the world. Every project, every year, we continue to be surprised by how the support, the 
giving, and generosity continue growing, allowing us to make a greater impact.  In a time 
when nonprofit organizations need to make financial cuts, and people seem to have less and 
less to give, we continue to grow in generosity. How can this be possible? We are definitely 
blessed with an outstanding Outreach team and lots of generous hearts, but there is more. 
Salem understands that outreach is foundational to the Christian faith. We are different 
people, with different backgrounds and points of view, but we are deeply united in our calling 
to step up in love and help those who are in need. This is not just a feel-good gesture. It is 
essential to what it means to be Christians. 

In the ’70s, a group of Christians, in order to raise awareness about compassion and the 
centrality of helping the poor, did an experiment. They cut out of the Bible all the verses 
related to poverty, justice, and compassion in both Old and New Testaments. They ended up 
with a Bible full of holes.
As it turns out, over 2000 verses in the scripture are about poverty and justice. 
https://sojo.net/list-some-more-2000verses-scripture-poverty-and-justice.
It starts in the book of Genesis and goes until the very end of the scriptures.  

God inverts the common order of this world and sent His Son to show that in His kingdom the 
last are the first and the first will end up being last.  When we care for the needy, we actually 
honor God. When we don’t, we show contempt for our Maker.

As we kick off a new Church year, let’s continue to grow in compassion and generosity.

Blessings,
Pastor Paola  



As we kick off a new year of church activities
let us rediscover the importance of love, friendship, 

and spiritual connection in the digital world.  

Sunday, September 13th

Authentic Community vs. Digital Connectivity –
Galatians 3:26-29

Sunday, September 20th - Kick Off Sunday
New Horizon Band

What Social Media Won’t Tell You About Love –
Galatians 5:13-15;22-26

Sunday, September 27th

Real love is not the polished, curated kind we post 
about online – Galatians 6:1-5

I came so that you may have life and have it in 
abundance.  Shh…let's hear from Jesus the secret 

recipe to live the abundant life.

Sunday, October 4th - Communion 
The day when five loaves of bread and two fish fed 
5000 people.  John 6:1-15
Sunday, October 11th

The day when water was transformed into wine to 
get the wedding celebration going.  John 2:1-11
Sunday, October 18th - Miracle Sunday  
The day when sad emptiness was transformed into 
joyful abundance.  John 21:1-14

Fear, when rightly used, is a gift. Yet fear can 
easily keep us from living a full and joyful life. This 

summer let us learn from the Psalms how to 
release our fears and live as a confident and

joyful child of God. 

Sunday, August 30th

Can Laughter Heal Our Anxieties?  Psalm 126

Barefoot
and fearless 

How Gratitude Can Save Your Life
As we enter the season of thanksgiving, let us learn 

how gratitude promotes happiness, physical and 
spiritual well-being. Through scripture and practice, 
let us learn the power and the grace of gratitude by 

taking together 28 days of gratitude challenge.  
Sunday, October 25th

The Challenge of Gratitude
I Thessalonians 5:16-18; Matthew 10:8
Sunday, November 1st – All Saints Day
The Biggest Obstacle to Gratitude 
Philippians 2:12-18
Sunday, November 8th
Gratitude in times of loss and suffering 
Philippians 4:7-7; 10-13
Sunday, November 15th

Gratitude Works!
Psalm 100

Stand alone Sunday - Communion
Sunday, September 6th

Pastor Pete Peterson



Wednesday, September 16, 2026
10:30 AM  Hymn Sing
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Come worship with our neighbors at New 
Perspective! Pastor Paola will lead worship in the 

chapel on the 3rd floor.  Communion will be served. 

Upcoming services:  October 21st & November 16th

A special thanks to Susie Brown for playing the piano, 
Dave Pauly for playing flute, & Bill Watt for planning & leading the 

services at New Perspective!

It’s exciting it is that time of the year!! 
The adult Choir will start practice on 

Sunday, Sept 6th at 8:15 am.  We welcome all those 
who like to sing, from High Schoolers on up to any 

age! Please come and join the choir.  We would love 
to have new members and welcome back all of those 

who have sung before in the choir. 
9/13 – No Practice 

9/20 & 9/27 - Practice @ 8:15 am
9/27 – Choir sings during service

Please contact Rev. Michelle for any questions!
(630) 336-2317.  Looking forward to September!

Join us Sunday, September 20th as we kick off a 
new year of Sunday School. We are excited for a 

year of fun, learning, and growing in our faith. 
What’s better than hearing about God’s love? 
Sharing it! We hope you will invite a friend (or 
several) to join us this year in Sunday School. 

Sunday School meets during the church service 
after Children's Time.

Are you looking for something fun to do on 
Wednesday nights? The Handbell Choir is looking 
for new ringers to join us! No previous handbell 

experience required. We practice every 
Wednesday evening at 6:30 pm and play during 

the Church service on the 3rd Sunday of the 
month from September through May. First 

practice is Wed, September 9th.  Contact
Brenda Lindsay for more information.

Join
Salem’s

Handbell Choir

Salem’s
Adult Choir

Sunday November 22nd

Pastor Pete Peterson

Thanks so much to everyone who played 
special music for us this summer:  

Savannah Grachek, Marv Nordstrom,
Christopher Hansen, The Windy Hill Handbell Quartet 

(Gen Anspach, Brenda Lindsay, Katie Martin, 
Nancy Van Brunt), Kurt Guenther, Michelle Lacock, 

Waukesha Area Trumpet Ensemble (Brie Atwater, Joshua 
Boos, David Bosch, Craig Hurst – Director, 

Rico Martinez, David Weaver, Jessica Weaver, Brandon 
Wirth), Paul and Carol Becher, Susie Brown,  

Dave Pauly, Maggie Bringa, Ralph Yont, and Perla Chavez.

Join us Sunday, August 30th at 8:15 am
All are welcome to our Pop-Up Choir…
see Michelle Lacock for any questions.  



Salem is volunteering to serve the 
Community Meal at the Hope Center on

Friday, September 4th  at 5:00 pm

We need people to serve the meal as well as 
people to provide desserts and milk. 

A sign up is available in the Happenings Center!

Thank you!!!!!

Undie Sunday begins September 6th and runs 
through the 27th. We will be collecting new 

underwear and socks for the men, women and 
children in our community who have a need for these 
basics and will donate them to the Hope Center. The 
Hope Center reduces the risks of poverty by helping 
people in Waukesha County by meeting basic needs 

such as food, shelter and clothing.

It’s never too early to shop for Undie Sunday, 
especially with the Back-to-School sales happening 

right now! We will be putting out the collection 
basket for new underwear and socks. As usual, if 

you’d rather make a cash donation, the shopping will 
be done for you. They need all sizes of children’s 
undies, all sizes of socks and adult’s undies but 

especially size small for women’s undies and mostly 
men’s size medium boxers. They have helped 

thousands of people over the years obtain free 
quality clothing because of generous donations from 

this supporting congregation.

Won’t you consider continuing this?

Snacking Resumes at Hadfield!

It’s Back to School Time!

Salem’s partnership with Hadfield Elementary 
School to provide snacks began several years ago.  

Last year alone, with your generosity, Salem 
donated 2,549 snacks! Our 3-year grant from the 
Wisconsin Conference to provide support for this 
ministry has ended, but we are confident Salem’s 

support of providing snacks will not!

With a new school year starting, it is a comfort for 
the staff to know that Salem will continue to 
provide snacks for the kids!  Watch for the 

collection basket to return to the Happening Center.  
Snacks such as applesauce cups, fruit cups, and 
goldfish crackers, to name a few, are welcome.  

Please, NO snacks with peanuts!

Thank you for making this such a success last year!

Annual Mujila Falls Pie Fundraiser!!!

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who 
generously donated to our Annual Pie Fundraiser 

for Mujila Falls.  Your continued love and 
generosity will provide funds for Temba’s salary 

and the much-needed renovation and building of 
houses for the center's workers.

Volunteers Needed 
for the Community Meal

Hadfield School Outreach



Salem Super Shopper: 
def: someone who, while out doing 
errands, sees and   purchases items
(on sale and/or markdown) needed for 
future Salem events. 
For three events—Undie Sunday, Christmas 
Clearinghouse, and Meijer Simply Give—you may 
donate money or items at any time. Monetary 
donations can be made on any Sunday; simply note 
on your envelope, check, or Venmo payment your 
name and which event the funds should support. 
This also allows the Outreach Committee to shop 
the sales on your behalf. If you prefer to shop, feel 
free to purchase the item(s) and bring them to the 
church office. We will store them until needed. By 
“shopping smart,” Salem can significantly increase 
its impact in the community.

DOUBLE MATCH DAYS
In August, we purchased 71 Simply Give cards from 
Meijer during the Simply Give Double Match Day. 

Thank you everyone for your wonderful generosity.

On September 12th, Meijer is having another 
Simply Give Double Match day. Meijer will double 

match any cards purchased on Saturday, Sept. 12th, 
effectively tripling contributions made on that day.

You can continue to support these efforts by 
donating at any time. Please remember to specify 
how much of your donation should go to the Food 
Pantry, Undie Sunday, or Christmas Clearinghouse 

versus general support for Salem.   Thank you.

Did you know there’s no statistical evidence that 
shows that Friday the 13th is more dangerous or 

unlucky than any other day?  So, the 
Windy Hill Music Ensembles will perform at 

Salem United Methodist Church on
Friday, November 13th at 7:00 pm!

The ensembles will present a wonderful concert 
experience with handbells, recorders and brass 

playing everything from West Side Story to some 
spooky songs carrying over from the

Halloween holiday!
Admission is free and a goodwill offering will be 

taken to benefit Healing Hearts of SE WI
on behalf of Salem United Methodist Church.

Please invite family and friends for a wonderful 
night of music and a great cause.

Please consider signing up to bring and serve 
fellowship snacks and/or be a greeter.

Signing up is easy—just stop by 
The Happening Center & snack counter to add

your name to the list.
We are in great need as we head into fall.

Please check out our Community News bulletin 
board located next to the United Women in Faith 
board in the Narthex.  It is filled with Community 

Events and various Outreach Opportunities.  

Please check it out!!



A 2-year study for laity and clergy on Theology, 
the Bible, and Ministry in today’s world.  See 

flyers in the Happenings Center for more 
information and upcoming dates.

EXPLORE…
What God is calling 
you to do. 

Our knitting ministry is starting up
again, for the fall.  We make prayer shawls that are 
delivered to people who are sick or lonely. We also 

donate knitted items for those in need in our 
community.  Please join us for our first get together.

Thursday, September 10th

We meet every Thursday
from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm

in the Church Library.
We welcome anyone who can knit and/or crochet.  

Looking forward to seeing you. 
Please contact Becky Henderson with any questions.

Board of Trustees
NEWS & THANKS…

A meeting with a landscape contractor, which 
the effected neighbors have approved, was 
held. We have agreed to allow for grading and 
creating a more defined flow path to the south 
with our parking lot runoff. This will be done at 
the expense of the effected neighbors, as well 
as responsibility for any runoff flow that may 
not go as planned. This will include final 
grading the cleared area, topsoil, and seeding.

With the heavy rain we faced a few light 
leakages again; a big thanks goes out to
Dave Pauly and Jim Seegers for their efforts to 
identify and seal up areas of the roof membrane 
where problems were found. 

We are actively pursuing snow removal bids for 
the upcoming season. We have one estimate in 
hand and are waiting for two more.

Respectively Submitted,
Jeff Seeboth

Strong Bodies is a Strength Building Class for Adults 
65+ years of age offered at Salem through the

Aging & Disability Resource Center of Waukesha 
County.  The Current Classes run Mon & Thurs from 

9:00 – 10:15 am (NEW START TIME in SEPT) 
To register: Contact Courtney at 262-444-9102 or 

email cklepp@waukeshacounty.gov
Join anytime!

Flyers are in the Happenings Center.

Pastor Paola will be traveling to Italy to spend time 
with her mother from late in the evening on August 
30th until Sept 10th.  If you have any urgent matters 

or emergencies while she is gone, please contact 
Pastor Pete. If you ed pastoral care, contact the 

church office at office@salemonthehill.org.

Thanks so much Pastor Pete Peterson for donating 
your talent, time and leadership in worship this 

summer and once again on Sunday September 6th

when Pastor Paola is gone. You are an incredible  
blessing to Salem!



Joan and Don Callen
Don, was born in Louisiana, but being a preacher’s kid, lived in many different places 
growing up.  Joan was from Chicago and met Don while both were students at Cornell 
College in Iowa.  After marriage, they lived in Iowa and had three children, all born in 
different cities. They also lived in Illinois and settled in WI when Don’s job as a 
geologist brought him here.   Joan retired from WE Energies after a 25-year career 
there and is a very avid reader in her free time. Don is still learning about ‘free time’ 
activities, as he just retired in Jan.  So far, he does enjoy hunting.  He often portrays 
Biblical characters for the Children’s message at Salem.     

Nick and Jen Tonz
Nick is a native of Waukesha, and Jen grew up in Greenfield, meeting through a 
mutual friend.  After dating about a year, Jen joined Nick’s family in attending 
Salem, where they were members.    They were married at Salem 24years ago.  Nick 
is a maintenance machinist, and Jen is a histology tech in the lab at West Allis 
Memorial hospital.  They spend a lot of time attending Ava (14) and Mason’s (11) 
swim meets, but when they have any other free time, Nick likes to hunt and fish and 
Jen enjoys crocheting and sewing.

Who’s Who in the Pews
Thank you to Gladys Roszkowski for taking the time to write the “Getting to Know”...articles.

A Celebration of Life for Wayne was held
at Salem on Sunday, August 16th.  
Many gathered in his memory.

Obituary:
Wayne passed away peacefully surrounded by his 
children Monica (Chad) McCain and Randy (Kaila) 

Haws. He was the proud Papa of Dylian, Hailey, 
Taylor, Chatton, Keenan, and Paige and the loving 

great papa of Theo. He is also survived by his 
siblings Doris (the late Joseph) Steeber, Donald 

(Dorothy) Siehr, and the Ronald Haws.

Church & Chapel Funeral Service Serving the Family
Waukesha (262) 549-0659

Online Obit, Condolences, Directions
www.churchandchapel.com

Wayne Nicholas Haws
September 08, 1948 - July 22, 2026

THANK YOU from the Brookins Family!  
We are thrilled to celebrate the arrival of 

Kelsy Brookin’s  beautiful baby boy Nolan this past 
month.  Their growing family is doing great.  

A special thank you to everyone who blessed them 
with a meal after his birth.  They are so thankful.

Dartball begins in October. Salem’s team plays 
Tuesday nights at Salem and at area churches.  
No experience is needed.  7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

More information will be coming soon.  

Anyone who would like to give it a try, please 
stop by. Anyone and everyone is welcome.

Contact Doug Lindsay for more information.

Salem’s
Dartball
League



The Salem 50+ Senior Softball team just completed another GREAT SEASON! They were 13-2-1 this year!
Head Coach & leadoff batter & LCF (for 12 years) is Kurt Guenther & his assistant is John Galewski, their star SS!
Their team included an 87-year-old & a 93-year-old & one lady! New team EVERY year - except the 2 managers!

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS (& a little Salem Team HISTORY) :
 League RECORD – 12th STRAIGHT YEAR in the PLAYOFFS !
 8th Regular Season Championship in 11 SEASONS: 2015, 2018, 2019, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2025 & 2026
 We said a PRAYER before every game & Ashley Scrima (Kurt's Stepdaughter) baked a great treat for AFTER 

every game for Salem team AND our opponent!
 11-year WON-LOSS record of 147-22-1! Former Co-Sponsor Marlys Tesch is LOOKING DOWN from heaven &   

SMILING @ her FAVORITE TEAM!
Note: Kurt Guenther & Susan Guenther are Co-Sponsors and there is NO cost of any kind to Salem Church!
**SPECIAL thanks to Gloria & Gary Rongstad (of Salem) who came to most games dressed in Salem Team 
Championship Shirts!

Salem’s 50+ Senior Softball Team 2026
Front Row (L to R): Tim Bartz (LF), Jose “Chito” Cruz (SC), Simon Martinez (2B), and John 
Galewski (SS/Assistant Manager).

Back Row (L to R): Elliott Rifzis (RCF), Allen Goetz (C), Peggy Kartheiser (RF),
David Schuh (P), Frank Gittins (C), Tom Kitzke (3B), Pete Van Aacken (Scorekeeper), 
Nelson Lariuz (1B), Kurt Guenther (LCF/Manager), and Susan Guenther (Kurt’s bride and co-
sponsor with Kurt for the team, Salem, from Salem United Methodist Church
in Waukesha).

The New Horizon Band thanks Salem very much 
for letting them use the church for their band 

rehearsals this summer.

Esther Rachel Circle will meet again 
Monday, September 14th at 1:00 p.m. in

Fellowship Hall after a summer break.
All women are welcome to join us for some 

refreshments and fellowship. 
Hope to see you all there!

A Special Thank You
to Dick Tesch

Thank you for the beautiful centerpieces that you 
make for the tables in the Narthex. Your creativity, 
thoughtfulness, and attention to detail help create 

such a warm and welcoming atmosphere for 
everyone who gathers there.

Each centerpiece reflects the love, care, and 
dedication you generously share with our church 
family. Your talents bring beauty and joy to our 

gatherings, and we are deeply grateful for the many 
ways you bless Salem through your gifts and service. 
Thank you for making such a meaningful difference.

This photo is of our annual family picnic for the 
community. We had 33 church members and 45 
community guests participate. We had food, 
games, and school supplies that we gave to the 
community. It was a very successful event.
- Pastor Carlos



History Committee Update
Bonnie Wojcik and Debbi Oswalt are the new 
church historians. They recently uncovered several 
interesting items:

- An altar Bible from the early 1900s printed in 
German.

- An 1893 composition book containing minutes 
for a women's group, handwritten in German.

- A binder from the 150th anniversary committee 
listing all ministers (located on top of the cabinet 
closest to the New Perspective entrance). We have 
updated to the current year.

- Plan phases for the renovations of the old 
downtown building, the former parsonage, and 
our current building.

We will continue sorting, remove duplicates, and 
organize these archives, and look forward to 
sharing more findings over time. If you have any 
interesting church-related facts to share, please 
write them down and leave them in the historian's 
mailbox, or email Bonnie or Debbi directly using 
the church directory.

September 6th

Exodus 12:1-14
Psalm 149

Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

September 13th

Exodus 14:19-31
Psalm 114

Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

September 20th

Exodus 16:2-15
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

September 27th

Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
Philippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32

A New School Year Begins
As a new school year begins, please be praying for 

every member of our school community…
students, teachers, families, support staff members 

who work behind the scenes each day, including 
custodians, maintenance teams, office staff, 

cafeteria workers, bus drivers, aides, and all who 
help keep our schools safe, welcoming, and 

running smoothly.
Together, we look forward to a year filled with 

learning, kindness, collaboration, and 
achievement for all.


